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Results of a nationwide dermoscopy survey investigating
the prevalence, advantages and disadvantages of
dermoscopy use among Australian dermatologists
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8ackgroundJObjcclives: 'file IJrlmar}' objecl;""
ofthis suney WaS 10 aSSeSS [he pre"ale"c" ur "se of
,lel"llloscopy by Allslralian dernHllOlogislS. 'file s"c­
omlary ohjectj,'c was [0 llJl<lersl"",] lh" percei,etl
mh'anlagcs amJ disll<h';lIllages oF t1et"lllOscopy usc.
Melhods: Imilalion Jcllc,·S "ere senllo ,,11282 Aus­
IraJian t!crmalologisis hdonging 10 lhe Auslralasiall
Collcge of Dcrlll"IOJogy in 2()()8. The suney, im·esli­
galillg lH"e"alence am! percel'liulIs oF dcn"'lscul'Y
use, was compleled eilher onlille ur Oll paper.
I\csulls: Ninely-nine of Ihc 28l (l5%) der",alolo­
gisls c""nplel,,,llhe suney digihly. A lolal oF98% oF
,lel"lJ,alologisls '·"llOrled using ,lel"luoscoPY and 95%
had ,'ecei,'ed FOnJ,al lminiug. Only 2-l% found il llOI
userllJ für Ihe diagllosis or pign,enlcd leslons, mda­
nO'Ha 01· all1,ieal nae"i, whereas 12% rou",1 il nOI
useruJ r",· Ihe ,liagnosls of non-pigmenle,1 l"mo"rs.
Eighly-fhe IJe,·cenl rOllml il iml'l'<"ed diagllosis e",,,­
pm·ed 10 nakcd cyc cxallliualion; ami 57% of dCl"llla­
lologisls llsed haselin" ,Iermoscopy 10 folio,," up
ehangcs in Icsio"s, or whieh 78% used SOmc imag"
eapl"'''' devie".
Conclusions: Jn Ihe sampie of AuSlralian dcr'H;'­
IOJogisls agreeing 10 be s"l'\'cje,l. lhe,.., was a high
prevaleuee rale or dermoscopy llSe. The faclOrs suI'­
purting Ihe uSe of dernlOscol'y are explo,..,d in Ihis
Fonml;'lional ,lalahase or dermoscopy us" an,ong
Auslrali,," dermalologislS.
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