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4,000 members from over 110 countries who can take 
part in the online discussion forum on the website www.
dermoscopy-ids.org. The members share cases of interest 
with each other by entering clinical data and images as 
well as dermoscopic images to an input mask and pose 
questions pertaining to diagnosis, treatment or dermo-
scopic features of the lesions. The consultants of the fo-
rum then respond to the queries, and in this way all mem-
bers are able to profit from their knowledge and exper-
tise.  Figure 1  depicts a case which was posted on the 
discussion forum.

  Since the website’s establishment in 2006, a vast num-
ber of cases has been uploaded and discussed, and as such 
cases with finalized discussions are removed from the 
discussion forum for clearness of arrangement. Therefore 
we decided to create a dermoscopy image archive to en-
able members to locate previous cases based on both clin-
ical and dermoscopic criteria which are entered into an 
input mask ( fig. 2 ). The arrangement was developed with 
the goal of offering an additional source of dermoscopic 
images and expanding the value of the forum as an edu-
cational tool in dermoscopy.
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    Introduction 

 Internet databases have become an important source 
of medical information and have also facilitated the ad-
vancement of telemedicine – a modern application to 
which dermatology is exceptionally well suited  [1, 2] . In 
recent years, blogs  [3, 4] , online courses and atlases as well 
as discussion forums in the field of dermoscopy have 
been established, and these discussion forums in particu-
lar are a very useful medium, not only for the exchange 
of knowledge via the Internet  [5] , but also for the collec-
tion of data for scientific studies  [6, 7] .

  The International Dermoscopy Society (IDS) is an or-
ganization which was founded in 2003 to promote clini-
cal research and education in dermoscopy. The society 
offers free membership, and it currently has more than 
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share them with the community to promote the knowl-
edge of the clinical and dermoscopic appearance of rare 
lesions like Merkel cell carcinomas or tumours of the 
sweat glands.

  It has previously been demonstrated  [1]  that open-ac-
cess teledermatology may serve as a successful platform 
 [9, 10]  for challenging dermoscopic cases, where advice 
on diagnosis and therapy can be provided. This is empha-
sized by the fact that past studies have shown a high di-
agnostic concordance between telediagnosis and face-to-
face diagnosis for pigmented lesions  [11–13] . The possi-
bility of searching for a combination of dermoscopic and 
clinical features in the case archive is, to the best of our 
knowledge, unique and allows the image archive to serve 
as a form of encyclopaedia. Further studies would be nec-
essary to determine the real impact of the image archive 
on the improvement of the users’ dermoscopic skills. 
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IDS discussion forum

Wikipedia-like admission of non-quality-checked images and comments
by the members of the IDS

Over 2,500 requests posted since 2006

IDS dermoscopy image archive 

Will be updated regularly by the administrators
Can be searched by all IDS members

Contains presently 750 cases

Peer-reviewed selection of images

By the administrators of the dermoscopy image archive (R.H.W., A.N.)
Sorted by clinical and dermoscopic criteria

De"nite diagnosis through histology or consensus required
High image quality required

  Fig. 3.  Demonstration of the selection process of cases from the 
IDS discussion forum for the IDS dermoscopy image archive. 


